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The one-night stand
that sparked a classic

The director Richard Linklater tells Tim Teeman
the bittersweet story of a brief encounter with a
stranger that gave us Before Sunrise and its sequels

hosewho race for
the exitasamovie’s
closing credits roll will
miss, atthe end of
Richard Linklater’s
much-anticipated
Before Midnight,its
dedication toawoman
named Amy Lehrhaupt. This third film,
following Before Sunrise (1995) and
Before Sunset (2004), examines the
continuing witty, sexy, fraught
relationship of Jesse (Ethan Hawke) and
Celine (Julie Delpy) who first meet by

66

. We talked
about art,
. science,
 film, the

- gamut. We
flirted

In association

A Celebration

of Film

Still ranked regularly
as ‘the scariest film
of all time’, the
groundbreaking
1973 horror film

was potentially
controversial - but
therisk paid off.

Learn more about the film by

3
\
|

v

~

Point your device at
the image above

Download the free
Aurasma app

Tap to view the
exclusive video content

The Exorcist

hmv On Blu-ray™

and DVD now
© 2013 Warner Bros. Entertainment Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Selected stores only.
While stocks last.

chance onenightin Vienna. Lehrhaupt,
Linklater reveals for the first time, was
the woman with “crazy, cute, wonderful
energy” hemet one nightin October
1989 who inspired the films. “What
Amy represented for me—and what

I hopethefilmsrepresentto people —
issomething about the poetry of
attraction, interaction and romance,”
the52-year-old Linklater says. He’s
sittingin his production office—a
trailer, walls covered with vintage
movie posters—on a disused airfield

in Austin, Texas. It's managed asa

film production centre by the Austin
Film Society he helped to found.

Heisirreverent, warm,boyish of face,
bearish of body with shaggy hairand
great calves; a critically adored indie
director whose diverse CV includes the
teen slacker movie Dazed and Confused,
theriotously twangy School of Rock and
the period Hollywood drama Me and
Orson Welles. Financiers and audiences
who first pegged him as a slacker
director (his breakthrough movie was,
indeed, called Slacker) later found the
labelwanting, which cheers him. The
brooding Before films “didn’t fit with
people’s perceptions of me,” Linklater
says, “but the audience invested in
Ethan andJulie and it grew overtime.”

Linklater, 291in 1989, was visiting his
sister in Philadelphia when he met
Lehrhaupt,in her early twenties, in a
toy shop. Justlike Jesse and Celinein
Before Sunrisethey walked, “looked at
shit. . .talked aboutart, science, film,
the gamut”, flirted “and had a wonderful
night; neither of ushad any agenda”.
They kissed. Did they have sex?
Linklaterlaughs and blurts: “I want
toleavealittle mystery!” (His
expression betrays enough.) Like Jesse
in Before Sunrise Linklater had to leave
the next morning; separation forever
loomed in this era pre-internet and
mobile phone.

Unlike Jesse and Celine, though,
circumstance never brought Linklater
and Lehrhaupt together again. They
exchanged phone calls, but Linklater
soonmet “asignificant girlfriend” and
never heard from Lehrhaupt again.
Hethought that she might cometoa
screening of Before Sunrise he was at.
But for years, nothing. Then, three years
ago, hereceived aletter from awoman
who had worked with Lehrhaupt and
knew thelink between her and the
director. “Itwasvery sad,” Linklater
says. “On Mother’s Day 1994, three
monthsbefore we wentto Viennato
shoot Before Sunrise, Amywaskilled ina
motorbike accident. Shewasn’t alive
when we shot the first movie.”

Hawke, who writes the films with
Linklater and Delpy, told the director:
“OntheonehandIfeellike crying; on
the otherifyouhadn't metherwe
wouldn’t have met. Shebrought us
together.”

Linklater says that “Amy’s life was so

brief; she was such an alive person”. He
doesn’t think their relationship was “the
one”, he’snotsureifhe fellinlove with
herthat night, but it was “special”. He
hasa “more of the random, shit happens
view of the world”, describing himself
asromanticand cynical, witha
“melancholic comedictragic view
oftheworld. I'm an old-school
existentialist”.

Filmed in Greece, Before
Midnightfinds Jesse and Celine
in their forties with children,
unmarried and questioning if
they are “enough” for one
another. Infidelity and
commitmentissues
swirl. The first film
earned Linklater
scores of letters
from moviegoers,
especially older
ones,who'd
had their
own fleeting %,
encounters. The -
third will make
couplesinlong-term
relationships squirm.

Linklater’s view of himselfas an
old-school existentialistis brilliantly
apparent in his other new film, Bernie.
Based onatruestory, thisis ablack
comedy told with a poker-straight face.
It shows how the warped relationship
between Bernie Tiede,amuch-loved

smalltown Texas undertaker (Jack
Black) and therich, abusive Helena
Nugent (Shirley MacLaine)leads
him to murder her. The town
rushes, warmly and perversely, to
his defence. Black visited the real
Tiedeinjail, while the famously
spiritualist MacLaine, Linklater
laughs, “communed

g every night with the

" real Miss Nugent”.

. Linklaterissteeped
inhisnative Texas.
He’sdirected his
movieshere

andwasraised
between his
mother’shomein
Huntsville and his
father’smore than 750 miles
away in Houston. The

only child in his class with

artscomedy

Top: Ethan Hawke and
Julie Delpy in Before
Midnight. Above:
Richard Linklater;
Hawke and Delpy in
Before Sunrise. Left,
Jack Black in Bernie
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scarring: “It’sbetter to have parents
happier apart than sadder together.
They were good parents and still are.”
Heis alapsed Catholic, after his mother
told the Church to “f*** off” when it
stopped her acquiring birth control.
“I'mso grateful not to have grown up
inthatguilt-riddled world,” he says.
Linklater grew up “like any horny
kid”, reading Playboy and kissing
“around 100 girls”before he was15,
whichwas about when helost his
virginity. As ateen he was aweekend
marijuanauser. These days he enjoys
“the odd brownie. People are surprised,
given some of my films, by how little of a
druggy guy [ am, but I like the culture. It
was film that became my compulsion.”
He shotmovies with a Super 8
camera, influenced by movies such as
A Clockwork Orange, Chinatown,
Eraserhead and Raging Bull. His first
film, It’s Impossible To Learn To Plow By
Reading Books (1988), preceded Slacker
(1991), his first widely distributed movie.
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divorced parents, Linklater saysit wasn’t

“Studios have financed four of my
[23]films. 1 don’t have a problem with
Hollywood, but the air we breathe
hereisn’t permeated by business.

My family lifeis here.”

Linklateris unmarried (“I am
anti-institutional in every area of my
life”). He and Tina, his partner of
20years, have three much-cherished
daughters—19-year-old Lorelei, an
actress, and the 8-year-old “fascinating”
identical twins Charlotte and Alina.
“That’s abig gap between children,” he
says. “Tinasaid: ‘Twant morekids and
ifyoudon’t I'll go have them with
someone else’,” Linklater laughs.

He quotes a statistic that 70 per cent of
married men and 72 per cent of married
women have strayed. Ishe one of the
monogamous ones? “No, of course not!”
heroars. “Anyone who wants to be with
me hasto accept the complexity of being
ahuman. I trynottolivein a straitjacket.

Of course I’'m not
monogamous.
Itrynottolivein
a straitjacket

Ialsotry not to hurtanybody or cause
paintomy loved ones and kids.”

Hesayshewouldlike tomakea
“big sex comedy one day. There’svery
little sexin my movies, sowhenIdoa
movie about sex therewillbe alot.”

Mortality stalks Linklater
whimsically: on a grave-finding website
he came across Francois Truffauts,
“whodiedat52.I'm 52 but feel like 'm
only halfway through mybody of work.”

Herelishes “the architecture” of
storytelling; how a Greek chorus
of gossips in Bernie forms the film’s
linchpin. He says that “rule No1of
filmisshowit,don’t say it” arule he,
theinstinctiverebel, contravenes
with speech-heavy scripts. His next
project, starring Hawke again, this time
with Rosanna Arquette, is the fruition of
1l years of film-making that follows a
boy toteenager-dom.

There have been nine-year gaps
between the Beforefilms, and Linklater
would like to make a fourth when Jesse
and Celinereach another milestone: 50.
They “should betogether,” he thinks.
Theirloveis Linklater’s notion of love:
itexists, but theroses come studded
with complex, mysterious thorns.

He’s done Sunrise, Sunset and
Midnight:what’sleftin the day,
title-wise? “I think we’ll have to jump
toseasons,” he smiles.

Bernieis released on Apr26. Before
Midnightis out on Jun21
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whatittakestobea Foster’s Edinburgh
Comedy Award Panellist.

Weare offering three winners the
chancetojoin the judging panel for the
Foster’s Edinburgh Comedy Awards,
Britain’s most important comedy prize.
Youwillbe decidingboth the Most
Outstanding Original Comedy actand
the Best Newcomer Comedy act from
the Fringe. The winners and nominees
will go onto the Foster’s Edinburgh
Comedy Award Showsin London.

Youneed tobe aregular visitor tolive
comedy and have bags of energy. You
will be expected to see six shows a day;
you'llbe feedingback your opinions of
whatyou’ve seen and contributing to
official panel meetings and the process
of finding the winners.

Oscar Cainer, one of our public
panellists from last year, says of his
experience: “Tobepartofsucha
prestigious award at the heart of
possibly the world’s most vibrant

cultural festival was a giddy privilege. It’s
anintense experience:there’salottosee
andtake partinbutifyoulike yourbelly
full oflaughs, your head full of ideas and

your days, well, just full, thereis no
better trip to take. Just bring your best
walking shoes and try to keep up!”
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1. Tell us in approx 350 words why you
are the best candidate.

2. Write three short reviews of your
three favourite live comedy acts.
Entries must reach us by May 10. If you
are shortlisted, you will be required to
attend an informal interview in
London on either May 30 or 31. Travel
expenses will be reimbursed.

Send your entry to
panellist@comedyawards.co.uk, or
Edinburgh Comedy Awards Panellist,
1 Lumley Court, Off 402 Strand,
London WC2R ONB.

The winners will be announced

in mid-June.

Terms and conditions

1. Entrants must be 18 or over and resident

in the UK.

2. Entrants must be available fulltime and able to
reside in Edinburgh from Aug10 to 24.

3. The competition is not open to employees of the
Festival Fringe Society or anyone connected
professionally with the comedy business.

4. The prize is a position on the Foster’s
Edinburgh Comedy Awards judging panel for the
Edinburgh Festival Fringe 2013. The winner
must attend approximately six shows a day,
possibly more, and provide short reviews of

all shows attended.

5. Only one entry per person.

6. The winners will be chosen by the award
director Nica Burns and her decision is final.

7. The prize is nontransferable. There will be no
cash prize. 8. No responsibility will be taken for
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Theatres

Adelphi Theatre 0844 579 0094
WINNER - Best New Musical
THE BODYGUARD
Mon-Sat 730pm, Wed & Sat 3pm
Best availability Mon-Wed
www.thebodyguardmusical.com

Aldwych Theatre 0844 847 1712
TOP HAT
7 Laurence Olivier nominations
Including ‘Best New Musical’
Tue-Sat 730, Tue, Thu & Sat 2.30
www.iophatonstage.com
Ambassadors 08448 112 334
OMP
Mon, Thu-Sat 8pm,

Thu, Sat & Sun 3pm, Sun 6pm
APOLLO VICTORIA 0844 8471696
WICKED
WickedTheMusical.co.uk

CAMBRIDGE 0844 412 4652
Roald Dahl’'s
MATILDA THE MUSICAL
Tue 7 Wed-Sat 730, Wed&Sat 2.30, Sun3
Your best choice of seats from 13 May
www.matildathemusical.com

Criterion Theatre 0844 847 2483
London's Funniest Comedy
The 39 Steps
Mon - Sat 8pm, Wed 3pm, Sat 4pm
DOMINION 0844 847 1775
WE WILL ROCK YOU
by QUEEN & BEN ELTON
Mon-Sat 730, Mat Sat 2.30
Extra show last Wednesday
of every month at 2.30
wwwwewillrockyou.co.uk

Duke of York's theatre
PASSION PLAY
REDUCED PRICE PREVIEWS 1 - 6 MAY
0844 871 7623 Mon - Sat 730
Thurs & Sat 2.30pm except for Thurs 2 May

GARRICK THEATRE 08444124662
ROCK OF AGES

Gielgud Theatre 0844 482 5130
The Audience
Day seats avail at box office from 10am

Harold Pinter Theatre 0844 871 7622
Merrily We Roll Along
‘Heartbreakingly Brilliant” Ditel

HER MAJESTY'S 0844 412 2707
THE BRILLIANT ORIGINAL
THE PHANTOM OF
THE OPERA

Celebrating 11,000 performances
Mon-Sat 730, Thu & Sat 2.30
wwwThePhantomOfTheOpera.com

London Palladium 0844 412 2957
*xxxk ‘MAGNIFICENT' S. Telegraph
A CHORUS LINE
Mon - Sat 7.45, Wed & Sat 3
AChorusLineLondon.com

LYCEUM 0844 871 3000

or book online www.thelionking.co.uk
Disney Presents

THE LION KING
Tue-Sat 730, Wed, Sat & Sun 2.30

LYRIC THEATRE 0844 412 4661
THRILLER - LIVE!
Tue-Fri 730, Sat 4 & 8, Sun 3.30 & 730
Flyingmusicboxoffice.com

NOEL COWARD (0844 4825141

PETER AND ALICE

Mon-Sat 730pm, Sat 2.30pm
www.MichaelGrandageCompany.com

NOVELLO 0844 482 5115
“ABBA-Solutely Fabulous” D.Mail
MAMMA MIA!
Mon-Sat 7.45pm, Thurs & Sat 3pm
www.Mamma-Mia.com

PALACE THEATRE 0844 412 4656
SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN
singinintherain.co.uk

Phoenix Theatre 0844 871 7629
Winner of 8 Tony Awards

A new musical
Oncemusical.co.uk

Piccadilly Theatre 0844 871 3055
VIVA FOREVER!
Based on the songs of the Spice Girls
Book by Jennifer Saunders
wwwivaForeverTheMusical.com

Prince Edward 0844 482 5152
JERSEY BOYS
Winner Best Musical! Oliviers
Tue-Sat 730, Tue & Sat 3pm, Sun 5pm

PRINCE OF WALES 0844 482 5110
Winner of 9 Tony Awards
including Best Musical

THE BOOK OF MORMON

www.bookofmormonlondon.com

QUEEN’S 0844 482 5160
THE STAGE PHENOMENON
LES MISERABLES

Eves 730, Mats Wed & Sat 2.30
www.LesMis.com

SHAFTESBURY 0207 379 5399

BURN THE FLOOR
“+x% SPECTACULAR!" Mail
Burnthefloor.com

SHAKESPEARE’S GLOBE

Season opens tomorrow
020 7401 9919
Shakespearesglobe.com

St. Martin's 08444 991515
60th year of Agatha Christie's

THE MOUSETRAP
Evenings 730 Mats. Tues 3 Sat 4

www.the-mousetrap.co.uk

Theatre Royal Haymarket
08454811870 / 02074523000
‘Comic perfection’ Daily Tele

ONE MAN, TWO GUVNORS
Mon - Sat 730, Wed & Sat 2.30
OneManTwoGuvnors.com

Wyndham'’s Theatre 0844 482 5120
Wallander's KRISTER HENRIKSSON
DOKTOR GLAS
Mon-Sat 730, Mats Tues 2.30 & Sat 5




