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It may have marked the end of an era
but the mood was not mournful or
reverential as Larry King prepared to
host the final edition of his CNN talk
show last night after 25 years.
The 77-year-old’s interviewees have
included presidents, pop stars and film
legends, but the harsh truth was that
his show was losing ratings and was no
longer amust-see.A-list celebrities and
public figures prefer to bare their souls
to Oprah Winfrey and Barbara
Walters rather than King, who was
frequently accused of not asking tough
questions of guests.
The dwindling audiences led CNN,
trailing behind Fox News andMSNBC
in prime time, to replace King with
PiersMorgan, whose show begins next
month. While viewers and critics
regard King with gentle affection,
particularly his trademark braces, the
circumstances of his departure from
CNN are strained. At the end of an
interview with Vladimir Putin this
month the Russian Prime Minister
commented: “I don’t know why the
King leaves the US stage.” King
replied: “I sometimes don’t know why
myself.”
King said this week: “It’s sad, but
there’s a time to go. You knowwhen it’s
time.” The interviewer, who has been
married eight times, said he knew that
“the writing was on the wall” when
CNN offered him a one-year contract
extension rather than the customary
three to five years. He is reported to
have agreed not to defect to rivals if he
could do four special shows a year. “I

have no complaints against CNN,” he
said. “It’s been a hell of amarriage. This
is not a divorce.”
It is certainly an emphatic separa-
tion. In the first quarter of 2010 the
audience of Larry King Live dropped
43 per cent to 771,000.Across its prime-
time schedule CNN’s ratings were
down 39 per cent among total viewers,
and 42 per cent among those aged 25 to
54 — the demographic most coveted
by advertisers.
CNN’s problem, say critics, is one of
style: viewers have gravitated to the
right-of-centre politics of Fox News,
with personalities such as Sean
Hannity, or the leftish MSNBC and
hosts such as Rachel Maddow, while
CNN’s identity remains unfixed.
The talk yesterday was not of his
broadcasting legacy but who would be
on his final show. Guests in his final
week have included Barbra Streisand
and Tony Blair. Rumour suggested
that the last showwould include 16par-
ticipants. The only confirmed guests
last night were Ryan Seacrest, the host
of American Idol, and Bill Maher, the
host ofHBO’sReal Time.
Seacrest was thought to be King’s
choice of successor. CNN remained
poker-faced. Its website read: “We’ve
got a bunch of surprises for him— and
you. Don’t miss it!”
King’s guests have ranged from
Marlon Brando (he famously kissed
King at the end of their interview) to
Lady Gaga, Yassir Arafat and Mike
Tyson. A tribute video of “best
moments” shows Elizabeth Taylor
clasping King’s hand, Johnny Cash
insisting that he is “thrilled to be alive”
andMrPutin andPresidentAhmadine-

jadof Iran refusing to answer questions.
Many celebrities paid tribute
to King in July at the start of the final
season, including Donald Trump,
Celine Dion and Al Pacino, who said:
“You still have the same energy, the
same commitment, the same interest
in other people and what they think
and how they are feeling and what
theygot to say, and I think that is pret-
ty amazing.”

In an interview this week King
decried trends in modern talk
shows: “On many of these
shows the guest is a prop for the
host and that’s not my kind of
broadcasting,” he said. “I hope
it’s cyclical. I hope it comes
back to information rather than

yelling, and the guests are given a
chance to finish a thought.” King re-
jected the accusation that he was a soft
interviewer: “I’m a minimalist, and the
greatest minimalist question of all is,
‘Why?’ I never bought that softball
rap.”
He said that Frank Sinatra had been
his favourite interviewee. The best
interviewees,he said, had—likeSinatra
— passion, a sense of humour and
a chip on their shoulder. Robert
Mitchum, who was monosyllabic in his
responses, was his worst.
Morgan’s show next month is being
sold as “exciting and slightly danger-
ous”. The former Editor of the Daily
Mirror is seen as as a dedicated hunter
of tabloid scoops.
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Nasrin Sotoudeh has spent 105 days in
solitary confinement and is so weak
from her hunger strike that she can
barely finish sentences. The leading
Iranian human rights lawyer has none-
theless issued a declaration of defiance
fromher prison cell.
“If you are going to hell then go like a
man,” she told The Times in a message
sent from the infamous Evin prison in
Tehran via her husband, Reza Khan-
dan. “Let them give me a harsh sen-
tencebecause that brings a personhon-
our.”
Mr Khandan, who risked reprisals
for speaking to a foreign journalist, told
The Times that he was proud of his wife
and supported her stand whatever the
price. “I verymuch fear for her life but I

don’t know what I can do to save her,”
he said.Ms Sotoudeh, 47, themother of
two young children, is becoming the
latest symbol of the regime’s barbarity.
She was arrested on September 4 for
defending Shirin Ebadi, the exiled
Nobel Peace Prize laureate, and dozens
of political prisoners arrested after last
year’s disputed election.
Since then she has been denied al-
most any contact with her lawyer and
family, and was refused permission to
attend her father’s funeral. She went
on a dry hunger strike, taking no fluids,
that the authorities thwarted by
putting her on a drip but then she
began a hunger strike onDecember 6.
Ms Sotoudeh is awaiting what her
husband expects to be a long sentence
on charges of spreading propaganda
and threatening national security. She
faces an additional charge of appearing

with her head uncovered in a film that
she made for an awards ceremony in
Italy last December, which she had
been barred from attending.
SimonGass, the British Ambassador
in Tehran, said on his website: “Her
real crime is doing her job courageous-
ly and highlighting injustices that the
regimewould prefer stayed hidden.”
Ms Sotoudeh gave her husband the
message for The Times during a rare
telephone conversation. “Her voice
was trembling and extremely weak.
She had to summon all her energy to
finish her sentences,” he said.
Mr Khandan said that when he saw
his wife in court last month she looked
soemaciated that shewashardly recog-
nisable. At least 15 other human rights
lawyers have been arrested or driven
into exile since the regime cracked
downon those defending the victims of
its repression.

6MohammadNourizad, a
film-maker and former
regime supporter, was
arrested last year for
criticising the crackdown
after the presidential
election. Hewas sentenced
to three and a half years for
spreading propaganda. He
denounced the judge at his
trial and haswritten from
Evin prison, Tehran, about its

torture and abuses. He
began a dry hunger strike six
days ago. Yesterday his
familyweredetained
6AbdollahMomeni, a
former student leader,was
arrested during the
crackdownand sentenced to
eight years for inciting

unrest. He recently
smuggled a letter
out of Evin
describinghow
hehas been
beaten,
strangleduntil
he lost
conscious-
ness,
had

his head forced into a toilet
bowl until
he choked on excrement,
was threatenedwith rape
andexecution, and forced
todenounce friends.
He also retracted the

confession that he
hadbeen forced to
makeduring
his show trial

“The secret ofmy success is brevity”

“Thosewho have succeeded at
anything, and don’tmention luck,
are kidding themselves”

“Goodwriters are in the business
of leaving signposts saying, ‘Tour
myworld, see and feel it through
myeyes. I am your guide’ ”

“I remindmyself every
morning: nothing I say this
daywill teachme anything.
So if I’m going to learn Imust
do it by listening”

Nasrin Sotoudeh, right, is
growing frail in prison
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Defiance from lawyer on hunger strike

Thailand’s royal sex scandals have
been thrown into the openwith revela-
tions about the Crown Prince in a
leakedUS Embassy cable.
According to the document, which
was compiled by the US Ambassador,
Crown Prince Maha Vajiralongkorn
was known to have had a string of
extra-marital affairs with air hostesses
and was believed to have based his
mainmistress inMunich.
Senior courtierswere said to be nega-
tive about him because of his sexual be-
haviour, a habit of interfering in politics
andhis “embarrassing financial transac-
tions”.
The chairman of the Privy Council,
the most senior official, hinted that the
CrownPrincewasneglectingKingBhu-
mibol Adulyadej, 83, who is in hospital,
preferring to spend time with his mis-
tress inGermany.
The impact of such remarks, in a
country where mild criticism of the
royal family can lead to a long jail
sentence, will be devastating for the
courtiers andUS-Thai relations.
However, the comments will add
legitimacy to privately voiced opinions
ofmanyThais that the Crown Prince is
not fit to succeed the King.
The cable, which is dated January 25
this year, recounts conversations
between Eric John, the Ambassador,
and three of the country’smost influen-
tial figures — General Prem Tinsu-
lanonda, 90, the chairman of the Privy

Council, Air Chief-Marshal Siddhi
Savetsila, also 90, andAnandPanyarac-
hun, 78, a former PrimeMinister
Between them they give the impress-
ion of a Thai establishment on the edge
of crisis, filled with trepidation about
what will happen after the death of the
King, and anxious about the popularity
of Thaksin Shinawatra, a deposed
PrimeMinister.
ll three focused on the challenge
posed by Thaksin to the government
and, indirectly, to the monarchy,” the
cables records.
“All three had quite negative com-
ments about Crown Prince Vajiralong-
korn. While asserting that the Crown
Prince would become King, both Sid-
dhi and Anand implied that the coun-
try would be better off if other arrange-
ments could bemade. ”
General Prem hinted that the prince
did not regularly visit his father, who
has been in hospital for fifteenmonths.
The cable reads: “When Ambassador
askedwhere theCrownPrincewas cur-
rently, in Thailand or Europe, Prem
replied dismissively: ‘You know his
social life, how he is’.” Ambassador
John adds: “Note: a presumed refer-
ence to Vajiralongkorn’s preference to
spend time based out of Munich with
his main mistress, rather than in Thai-
landwith his wife and son.”
He continues: “Siddhi, in a similar
vein, noted that the Crown Prince fre-
quently slipped away from Thailand,
and that informationabout his air host-
ess mistresses was widely available on
websites.”
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A kiss from Marlon Brando in 1994. In recent years, the show has lost viewers and failed to attract A-list celebrities
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